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Winter Rules 
(Temporary local rules applicable from 1st OCTOBER to 30th APRIL, if required) 

 
 
Preferred lies 
 ’A ball lying ON a closely mown area through the green may be lifted without penalty and cleaned. 

Before lifting the ball, the player must mark its position. Having lifted the ball, he must place it on a 

spot within 6 inches [150mm] of and not nearer the hole than where it originally lay, that is not in a 

hazard and not on a putting green. 

A player may place his ball only once, and it is in play when it has been placed (Rule 20-4). If the 

ball fails to come to rest on the spot on which it is placed, Rule 20-3d applies. If the ball when 

placed comes to rest on the spot on which it is placed and it subsequently moves, there is no 

penalty and the ball must be played as it lies, unless the provisions of any other Rule apply. If the 

player fails to mark the position of the ball before lifting it or moves the ball in any other manner, 

such as rolling it with a club, he incurs a penalty of one stroke.`                                                                

Note: ’Closely Mown Area” means any area of the course, including paths through the rough, cut to 

fairway height or less.                                                                                                                                                  

Penalty for breach of Local Rule: Match play – Loss of hole; Stroke play – Two strokes 

Plugged ball                                                                                                                   

A ball embedded in the rough may be marked, lifted, cleaned and then dropped no nearer 

the hole without penalty. If it again plugs it may be re-dropped without penalty (playing 

partners must agree the ball is plugged in all instances). 

Abnormal ground conditions                                                                                  

When the putting green is very wet or there is frost, it is not necessary to tend the flag. If 

the ball is holed with the flagstick in place, no penalty is incurred. If the player’s ball strikes 

the flagstick when attended, a penalty is incurred. 

Winter mats                                                                                                                   

A player may stand outside the teeing ground to play a ball within the teeing ground. 

Temporary greens                                                                                                   

Where the hole on the temporary green is oversized the ball must be putted out. Where it 

is a regular sized cup, then the ball coming to rest within one normal sized putter length of 

the hole is deemed to have been holed out with the addition of one stroke. 

Leaves on the fairway                                                                                                  

During the Autumn the starter of any competition may declare temporary relief without 

penalty on the fairway when the ball is lost under fallen leaves. All playing partners must 

agree that the ball came to rest on the fairway. 

Stakes and ropes around approach to greens                                                            

A drop within one club length of relief (no nearer the hole) may be taken, without penalty, 

when the ball comes to rest close to the temporary stakes and ropes which protect the 

greens. 

 

NB: These temporary local rules may be revoked, supplemented or altered at any time by 

the Club Committee as the Committee sees fit. 


